HOW METAL IDENTIFIED
TWO SOLDIERS FROM THE
FIRST WORLD WAR

By
Samantha Whitehall



The metal tag , that was used to identified Private John Henry Beer
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Census showing J Beer and his family where he lived in Devon



First Name:
JH
Surname:
Beer
Age:
29
Index Number of Admission:
16669
Rank:
Private
Service Number:
14044
Years Service:
2 Years
Months With Field Force:
1 Year 2 Months
Ailment:
Shell Wound Spine
Date of Admission for Original Ailment:
19/11/1916
Date Transferred to Sick Convoy:
20/11/1916
Number/Designation of Ward:
ES
Religion:
Church of England
Regiment:
Devonshire Regiment
Battalion:
10th (Service) Battalion (Why is this important?)
Other unit info:
A Company
Archive Reference:
MH106/555 MH106/555 can be found at The National Archives in Kew, and contains First World
War Representative Medical Records of Servicemen from No. 31 Casualty Clearing Station

First name(s)
Last name
Service number
Rank

Regiment
Battalion
Residence

Birth place
Enlistment place
Death year
Death day

Death month
Cause of death
Death place
Theatre of war
Supplementary Notes
Category
Subcategory
Collections from

John Henry

Beer

14044

Private

Devonshire Regiment
10th (Service) Battakon
Torquay

Torquay

Exeter

1916

25

"

Died of wounds
Salonka

Balkan Theatre

Mistary, armed forces & confic

First Workd War

Great Britain, UK None

Two records from the army showing J Beer's medical record and where he is buried
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' BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish of 5,5? ///a.r7 = Lo 22 L T~
in the County of <L %fz2z3 —in the Year 184

INDEX No. G. 7 BEER, Pte. J. H., 14044. 10th Bn. Devonshire
: SALONIKA Regt. Died of wounds 25th Nov., 1916. Age 29.
o ‘p l ANGLO- Husband of A. F. Beer, of 72, St. Edmund’s Rd.,

: -i 185‘7
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S FRENCH Babbacombe, Torquay. 698.
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The baptism and death notice of J Beer




The metal artefacts that helped to identify the soldier from the first world war to the Dorset Regiment




The new head stone for the soldier from the Dorset Regiment



In proud and honoured memory of
I'his Unknown Soldier of the
Bedfordshire Regiment
who made the Supreme Sacrifice
for his Country
in the Great Wan

Photos from the Keep
Museum

The poppy wreath showing the two regiments of Bedfordshire and Dorset which were placed with
the remains and new resting place of the soldiers



